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SOUND THE CORNET! 


KETTLE CALL 


Virtually full employment leaves the Salvation Army scrambling for 
bell ringers — volunteer and minimum wage — in South and East Bay 
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Salvation Army member Daniel Grant plays the cornet at a kettle station outside of a Kmart in Concord. 


By Sam Richards 
srichards@ 
bayareanewsgroup.com 


WALNUT CREEK » A boom- 
ing economy may mean 
virtually full employment 
in the Bay Area, but it has 
sounded alarm bells for 
the Salvation Army, which 
has had trouble finding 
enough volunteers and 
paid workers to staff red 
kettles this holiday season. 

Kettle drives in Contra 
Costa, Alameda and Santa 
Clara counties have been 
unable to staff one-third 
to one-half of the com- 
mercial and public places 
at which they have permis- 
sion to set up a kettle. That 
means fewer donations to 
fund Salvation Army pro- 
grams, including homeless 
shelters, food and utility 
payment assistance, pas- 
toral counseling, sum- 
mer camp, Angel Tree and 
Adopt-a-Family programs, 


and other services. 

Kettle donations com- 
prise about a third of the 
Salvation Army’s annual 
operating budget, said 
Maj. James Lloyd, Alam- 
eda County’s co-coordina- 
tor. The Red Shield Cam- 
paign appeal drive and 
regular large-scale donors 
each provide a third, as 
well. 

Lt. Ray Jimenez, ket- 
tle coordinator for Salva- 
tion Army Santa Clara, 
said, “We’re concerned 
that some programs may 
not be possible for the up- 
coming summer. That is a 
scare right now.” 

Ringer Margaret Gil- 
bert is actively encourag- 
ing people she knows who 
don’t have jobs to pick up 
the bell. She knows the Sal- 
vation Army needs volun- 
teers, probably more than 
they need the Salvation 
Army. 
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Salvation Army bell ringer Sharyn Fernandez greets 
customers in front of a Safeway in Walnut Creek. 
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Online extra: For all the holiday news, photos and 
videos from around the region, visit MERCURYNEWS.COM 


A WIN FOR TRUMP? 


GOP: 


Tax plan 
has the 
votes 


Late changes sway two Senate 
holdouts on proposal critics say 
favors corporations, adds debt 


By Damian Paletta, Erica Werner, Jeff Stein 
and Mike DeBonis 
Washington Post 


WASHINGTON » Congressional Republicans se- 
cured enough support Friday afternoon to pass 
their massive tax plan into law after two critical 
holdouts, Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., and Sen. Bob 
Corker, R-Tenn., signaled they would vote for it. 

Rubio emerged as a final challenge in a compli- 
cated political puzzle that the White House and 
GOP leaders have been assembling for the past 
two months. His decision to vote for the pack- 
age came after a standoff with Republican lead- 
ers that led to a last-minute expansion of the 
Child Tax Credit. 

Corker’s support was unexpected, as he had 
voted against the measure two weeks ago and 
none of his demands about deficit reduction had 
been met. But he said in a statement that he be- 
lieved the bill was a “once-in-a-generation oppor- 
tunity” that, combined with changes to immigra- 
tion and trade policy, would help the economy. 
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On Friday, House Ways and Means Chairman Kevin 
Brady, R-Texas, discusses the Republican tax 
reform bill, which could see final votes next week. 


TAX HACK 


“We're concerned that some programs 
may not be possible for the upcoming 


summer. That is ascare right now.” 


— Lt. Ray Jimenez, kettle coordinator for Salvation Army Santa Clara 
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The Salvation Army, due to a lack of bell ringers, is unable 


Paying property 


to staff stations at some East and South Bay sites. 


COMPANY EYEING SILICON VALLEY 


Amazon plans South Bay campus 


Tech giant has leased four Sunnyvale 
buildings for two of its subsidiaries 


By George Avalos 
gavalos@ 
bayareanewsgroup.com 


SUNNYVALE » Amazon has 
begun to assemble a mega- 
campus in Sunnyvale next 
to the eastern edges of 
Moffett Field for two of the 
online commerce giant’s 
cutting-edge subsidiar- 
ies, leasing enough offices 
to accommodate 5,000 or 
more workers. 

The Seattle-based tech 
giant has leased a mini- 
mum of four Sunnyvale of- 


Moffett Field, according to 
Santa Clara County public 
records, real estate listings 
and the new organization’s 
on-site research. 

The deals are the latest 
in a string of leases Am- 
azon has struck this year 
as the company scoops 
up space in Silicon Val- 
ley from East Palo Alto 
to downtown San Jose. 
The company has a pres- 
ence in other metro areas 
— mostly smaller than its 
growing valley foothold 
— and has recently an- 


GEORGE AVALOS — STAFF 
This building under construction, on the eastern edges of 


Moffett Field, has been leased to Amazon. 


Onine extra: For the latest news on Amazon and all 


levy early could 
save you money 


Some could benefit by ponying up 
now if cut to deduction becomes law 


By Marisa Kendall 


mkendall@ bayareanewsgroup.com 


As the GOP tax bill sped toward victory Fri- 
day, word spread about a tax plan “life hack” that 
could save Bay Area residents thousands of dol- 
lars if done quickly. 

The move is simple: Submit your upcoming 
property tax payment before the end of the year, 
instead of waiting until the due date, and you 
may get a bigger deduction than you will after 
the tax overhaul goes into effect in 2018. 

That idea became especially relevant after the 
tax plan got support Friday from two Republican 
leaders who had been on the fence — Sen. Marco 
Rubio, R-Florida, and Sen. Bob Corker, R-Tennes- 
see — giving the GOP the votes it needs. 

Submitting an early property tax payment may 
not benefit everyone, said Santa Clara County 
Assessor Larry Stone, but it’s an option worth 
considering. 
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